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only by the effects of climate and position,
on the passions and pursuits of men. Thus
resemblances exist between the mytho-
logies of the ancient world, presenting
interesting materials for curious investi-
gation., and possessing so many features in
common,, that an enthusiast may be for-
given, for assigning to them one broad
origin, tracing their variations to the genius
of nations, their climate, and their tem-
perament. In considering the affinity
which appears to exist between the cha-
racters, titles, and attributes of the gods of
pagan nations, and the festivals originated
in their honour, and waiving the disputed
question, of whether the gods of Greece,
Egypt, or Hindostan, were the most an-
cient deities, it is satisfactory to believe,
that all may have been symbolical of the
powers of nature, and have originated in
the gratitude and reverence of man.

But a few years have passed, since
England herself retained many gay and
poetical celebrations, whose mystical cere-